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A Reminder to F. P. A. Members in Europe 


The third Assembly of the League of 
Nations opens September 5, at Geneva. 
The public meetings of the Assembly are 
not only picturesque because of the pres- 
ence of representatives from about fifty 
states, but also have fundamental impor- 
tance for anyone interested in interna- 
tional affgirs, 
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BRITAIN’S OFFER TO FRANCE 


6 ke reduction of the German indem- 
nity to 50,000,000,000 gold marks 
from the present total of 132,000,000,- 
000, and the cancellation of the French 
debt to England, is the basis of a solution 
of the reparation question which British 
officials are earnestly urging upon 
France. The latter is, according to an 
A. P. dispatch from Paris, July 17, look- 
ing with more and more favor upon the 
plan, provided it carries with it a clean- 
cut pledge of assistance in time of attack 
and assures France the allotment, wholly 
or in part, of England’s 22 per cent share 
of the total indemnity. It is believed that 
England is ready to concede virtually all 
these demands if full acceptance on the 
part of the French government is ob- 
tained. 

Direct Effects 


bie adoption of this statesmanlike 

solution would be the greatest single 
step towards political peace and the eco- 
nomic rehabilitation of Europe since the 
Armistice. Great Britain would write 
off assets from which she cannot hope to 
realize anything substantial. Germany 
would be assured that her liabilities are 
clearly within her power to pay, and that 
they will not be increased, as she has 
feared in the past, in proportion as, by 
rigorous economy and patient industry, 
her capacity to pay is increased. Ger- 
man credit would be immediately 
strengthened. German capital would au- 
tomatically be withdrawn from its hid- 
ing place abroad. The German budget 
could be balanced and the mark stabil- 
ized. France would lose some billions of 
worthless assets and gain the certitude 
of receiving annuities over a period of 
two or three decades, which is about 


sufficient to restore the devastated re- 
gions and repay a portion of her expendi- 
ture for pensions. Incidentally, the need 
or excuse for constant military prepared- 
ness to impose impossible terms on Ger- 
many would be removed. Almost imme- 
diately the international bankers could, 
on the basis of this loan, raise an interna- 
tional loan large enough to provide funds 
for the reparation payments over a pe- 
riod of years sufficient to enable Ger- 
many to re-establish her agriculture, in- 
dustry and commerce. 
Indirect Effects 


| gece the rehabiltation of Ger- 
many must greatly stimulate the re- 
turn of normal conditions in the neighbor- 
ing states, Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, Aus- 
tria, Italy and Hungary. Russia and the 
Balkans too, would soon feel the results 
of the business revival throughout central 
Europe, as would also the United States. 
Until the running economic and interre- 
lated political sores of Europe are healed, 
there can be no return to “normalcy” here, 
3ritain indicates the remedy. 
America’s Opportunity 
HE BRITISH suggestion is worthy of 
the fullest possible support here. 
What has the United States government to 
do with it? Just this: the Administration 
should say to France and Great Britain 
that once the reparation difficulty is 
settled on this basis, the former may ex- 
pect the complete relinquishment by us 
of ther obligations here, and the latter 
may expect from us terms so lenient as 
to amount to partial cancellation. If 
President Harding and Mr. Hughes do 
this, they will in effect use the full 
weight of this country’s enormous polit- 
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ical prestige and financial strength to 
bring political peace and economic san- 
ity toKurope. 

An Unsatisfactory Explanation 


HE Holt, Hughes and Fosdick “de- 

bate” on the attitude of the Admin- 
istration towards the League of Nations 
has served a useful public purpose. Sec- 
retary Hughes, with his usual skill at 
clear exposition, has made the best of a 
very bad case. He has not, however, dis- 
proved Mr. Holt’s charge that the State 
Department is primarily responsible for 
the long delay in putting into effect the 
mandate provisions of the League Cove- 
nant. As Mr. Fosdick put it, Mr. Hughes, 
rather than act through the round table 
conference method provided by the 
League, “elected to adopt the old method 
of diplomatic procedure with its inev- 
itable red tape and _ procrastination.” 
Nor does Mr. Hughes carry conviction 
when he seeks to show that American 
non-participation in the international 
health work of the League did not ham- 
per these humanitarian efforts. 

But most of all, the Secretary of State 
fails to give any adequate explanation as 
to how he expects to make good his 
pledge of October 14, when, together 
with thirty other prominent Republicans, 
he signed a public statement, in which 
he said: 

“We have reached the conclusion that the true 


course to bring America into an effective league 


to preserve peace ... is by frankly calling upon 
the other nations to agree to changes in the pro- 
posed agreement which will obviate this vital 
objection (Article X) and other objections less 
the subject of dispute. 


“For this course we can look only to the Re- 
publican Party and its candidate; the Democratic 
Party and its candidate are not bound to follow 
it. The Republican Party is bound by every con- 
sideration of good faith to pursue such a course 
until the declared object is attained.” 

However, the air has been cleared. 
Mr. Hughes denies any attitude of hostil- 
ity towards the League. He explains a 
willingness to co-operate with it in so far 
as such actions are not incompatible 
with this government’s non-membership. 
These statements measure progress. If 
there were more active expressions of 
pro-League sentiment frem the cuontry, 
we should probably have the satisfaction 
of noting still further progress in Wash- 
ington, 

Russian News 


te HAGUE Conference continues, but 

no one seems to believe that any real 
progress is being made. Diplomatic 
maneuvering for advantage, rather than 
frank facing of realities, has characterized 
the representatives of both the Russian 
and the non-Russian groups. Litvinoff’s 
conciliatory letter of July 15, asking for 
a new basis of discussion, has again post- 
poned the frequently announced dissolution 
of the conference. 


School of Opinion 


EMBERS of the F. P. A. may be in- 

terested (in addition to the Institute 
of Politics at Williamstown, details of 
which were announced in Bulletin No. 32, 
June 23), in the Summer Schoo! of Opin- 
ion at Siasconset, Nantucket Island, Mass., 
September 3 to 24. This is an experiment 
under the leadership of Frederick C. Howe 
in informal and frank conference and dis- 
cussion by a relatively small group of per- 
sons on questiong of vital current interest. 
The general heading for the subjects of 
the conference is “The World We Live In.” 
This has been subdivided into three inter- 
related subjects. 

Among the speakers on the first of these 
subjects, “The American Mind,” Septem- 
ber 3 to 10, are: James Harvey Robinson, 
of the New York School of Social Re- 
search; Robert Morss Lovett, of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago; E. E. Slosson, author 
of “Creative Chemistry ;” Phillip Littell, of 
the New Republic; Louise F. Brown, of 
Vassar College. It is hoped that Henrik 
Willem Van Loon, Heywood Broun and 
Roscoe Pound will also take part in the 
conferences on this subject. Among the 
speakers on the second subject, “The Po- 
litical and Economic State,” September 10 
to 17, are: Frederic C. Howe, Alvin John- 
son, of the New Republic; Albert Jay Nock, 
of the Freeman; Norman Thomas, of the 
Nation; William Hard, Dr. and Mrs, J. P. 
Warbasse, of the Co-operative League of 
America, and Harry W. Laidler, of the 
League for Industrial Democracy. Among 
the speakers on the third subject, “Inter- 
national Relations—The World,” Septem- 
ber 17 to 24, are: William C. Bullitt, James 
Harvey Robinson, Amos Pinchot, James G. 
McDonald, Victor Clarke, of the Living 
Age, and Lincoln Steffens. It is hoped that 
the following will also take part: Lewis 
Gannett, Ray Stannard Baker, Herbert D. 
Swope of the New York World; Norman 
Hapgood, Walter Lippmann and Edward 
Borchard, of Yale University. 


For further details address Frederic C. 
Howe, The ’Sconset Moors, Nantucket 
Island, Siasconset, Mass. 


An International Summer School at 
Varese (Northern Italy), August 18 to 
September 2, will be held under the aus- 
pices of the Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom, of which Miss 
Jane Addams is President. The subject of 
the lectures and discussions will be “The 
Role of the International Idea in Civiliza- 
tion.” Distinguished speakers from Italy, 
France, England, United States, Germany, 
Holland, Hungary, India, Japan, Switzer- 
land and Austria will lead the discussions. 
Application blanks may be secured from 
the F. P. A. office, or from Miss Jane 
Addams, Hull House, Chicago. 


